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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Alton has operated a general disposal landfill
at this site since about 1967. The landfill is located in

a clay dig on the former Alton Brick Company site. IEPA
‘files_indicate that Alton Brick also operated a sub-surface
coal mine on this location. In 1973 the air shaft of the
abandoned mine was still open, but filled with what appeared
to be leachate as per Attachment I.

There have been numerous citizen complaints alleging this
landfill to be polluting Coal Branch Creek. At least one
inspection, dated March 26, 1980, verified this to be the
case.

The Alton Landfill has received no verifiable hazardous_
waste but has received large quantities of municipal sewage
_sludge., On several inspections 1t 1s noted that this sludge
was in excess to the amounts of absorptive material being
received as general garbage.

An inspection of September 9, 1980 placed the Alton Municipal
Landfill on the Open Dump Inventory for Disease Vectors.
Crows were witnessed feed1ng on uncovered material in the
landfill.

The concern of this author toward this site would be the
suspected reduction in ground water quality and the known
leachate entry into surface water. A low priority has been
assigned due to a lack of evidence associated with ground
water interference and the none use of surface water in the
area.

It would be recommended that the groundwater monitoring
system be expanded and testing for priority pollutants be
undertaken. The site history would also indicate an in-
spection for potential surface runoff of leachate.
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December 25. 1988
Re: AltonMunicipal
City of Altom B !
101 East Third ] s3n

Alton, 1llinais 62002
Dear Sirs:

Pursuant to Subtitle D of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act,
(RCRA) of 1376, as amended, the l1linois Envirommental Protection Agency
{IEPA) has the duty of investigating solid waste disposal facilities ana
practices for comparison with "Criteria for Classification of Solid wWast
Disposal Facilities and Practices®, 40 CFR Part 257. This Agency has
investigated your operatiom located in Section 35, T.6N., R.1OW., in
Madison County and found it to violate the following criteria:

Disease-Yectors, 40 CFR, Section 257.3-6(a)

Due to this apparent violation, IEPA has determined that your facility !
labeled an “open dump® and placed on the Open Dump Inventory for
publication by the USEPA i{n the Federal Register.

Should you disagree with the Agency's determination or if vou desire «
modify your operation to comply with the criteris, or would like furth
information, contact the undersigned at 2200 Churchill Road, Springfie
[11inois 82706, 217/782-6760, within fifteen (i5) days of the date of
letter, This Agency desires to work with you to upgrade your facilit)
from an “open dump® to a "sanitary landfi11" that satisfies all RCRA
criteria.

For your use, a copy of 40 CFR Part 257 {s enclosed herein,

Sincerely,

Michas? F. Nechwvatal
Environmental Spectalist
Division of Land/Noise Polution Control

MFN: Jd/1391H, sp
tnclosure
cc: Field Operations Manager

Region Manager
Enforcement Programs
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